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UNCLAS DOHA 0362 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, QA 

SUBJECT: GOQ TELECOMMUNICATION PLANS 

REF: (A) 76 DOHA 990; (B) 76 DOHA 1 149; (C) DOHA A- 10 

1 . IN INTERVIEW WITH JALAL MAHDY, DIRECTOR OF TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS, MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS, 

ON MARCH 16, EMBOFF RECEIVED FOLLOWING INFORMATION ON 
GOQ PLANS FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS: 

A. PRESENT NATIONAL COMMUNICATION PLANS ARE BASED 
ON USE OF COAXIAL CABLES RATHER THAN RADIO. THE PLANS 
WOULD BE SHIFTED TO RADIO IF BETTER DISCIPLINE COULD 
BE ESTABLISHED IN GULF AREA (MAHDY MENTIONED IRAN AS 
WORST OFFENDER.) 

B. TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT WOULD STILL 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DOHA 00362 220759Z 

LIST AS TOP PRIORITY CHANGING TELEPHONE SYSTEM TO 
ELECTRONIC SWITCHES FROM PRESENT MECHANICAL STEP- 
SWITCHES. PROBLEM IS IN RECEIVING ALLOCATION FOR 
CHANGES. TELEPHONE SYSTEM ALWAYS OPERATES IN DEFICIT 
AND THUS NEEDS SUBSIDIZING. SUBSIDIES ARE EASILY 
OBTAINED FOR CURRENT EXPENSES BUT NOT FOR PROGRAMS 
TWO OR THREE YEARS AHEAD, SUCH AS CHANGING TO 
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ELECTRONIC SWITCHING. 

C. TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT IS RECRUITING 
TRAINING EXPERTS THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS UNIT. THIS SUBJECT WAS DISCUSSED 
DURING MEETINGS BETWEEN MAHDY AND MOHAMMAD MEILY OF 
ITU DURING MEILY'S VISIT TO QATAR (SEE SEPTEL). 

D. QATAR PLANS TO CUT INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE 
RATES AGAIN BEFORE END OF 1977. ACCORDING TO MAHDY, 
QATAR RATES ARE ALREADY LOWEST IN ARAB WORLD (ABOUT 
28 PERCENT OF WHAT OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES CHARGE). 

RATES WERE LOWERED TO PRESENT LEVEL IN JAN. 1976. 

E. QATAR IS ANXIOUS TO ESTABLISH COAXIAL CABLE 
LINK THROUGH HOFUF TO SAUDI TELEPHONE SYSTEM BUT 
SAUDIS, ACCORDING TO MAHDY. HAVE NOT YET ACCEPTED 
QATARI SUGGESTION. 

PAGANELLI 
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